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President’s Message
By Prasad Kunisetty

We are expecting few more to
join the board in the next few
months as we got introduced to
several amazing people during
our event.

D

ear Volunteers,
Donors, Sponsors,
Supporters and our
dedicated Students,

Year 2020 left the world
devastated in many fronts, but
the human spirit and
determination won again. We
got into 2021 with a lot of hope,
and with multiple vaccines to
fight the global pandemic.
We thought we would cancel our
12th annual event but we didn't.
We turned the challenge in to an
opportunity and we did it as an
online event on 12/12. Since it
was online, we were able to reach
our supporters worldwide, much
beyond our headquarters, New
Jersey.
On behalf of TeluguPeople
Foundation Board, I am glad to
announce that we got few new
board members both in the
United States as well as in India.
Request you to visit our website
to meet our new team members.

Thank you all for your amazing
support for the annual event
and helping us exceed the fundraising expectations.
Thanks to our convener Praveen
Guduru and co-convener Kiran
Chagarlamudi for the
successful event. Thanks to
Orange Moon Concept Media
Team for the making the event
so memorable. Thanks a lot to
our Special Guests Dr. Afsar
Mohammad garu, Dr. Jyothi
Reddy Dudipala garu, Bhaskar
Ganti garu and Praveen
Tadakamalla garu. Very special
thanks to our Brand Ambassador,
well known Music Director RP
Patnaik garu, and all our
entertainment team members
Prasad Simhadri garu, Sri
Krishna garu, Sundari garu,
Srikanth garu, Manoj garu and
Imitation Raju garu.
TeluguPeople Foundation
sincerely thank all scientists who
took part in inventing the
vaccine, the doctors, nurses, and
all other healthcare workers, first

responders and everyone
working for others during these
difficult times.

Request for more
Volunteers and Leaders
We are growing as an
organization. We all can proudly
say that every student we are
helping can directly or indirectly
influence and bring change in the
lives of another 100 people in the
short, medium and long terms.
To keep up with this growth, we
need more hands, more
volunteers and leaders. If you
have passion & compassion and
have at least 5 hours of time
every week to spend for the
organization, please let us know
and be a leader, or a volunteer for
the TeluguPeople Foundation.
As an organization, TeluguPeople
Foundation must cover a lot of
areas right from marketing,
media, promotion, social media
activities, fundraising activities,
donor management, student
monitoring and mentoring,
application process, accounting,
systems and data maintenance,
volunteer recruitment and what
not. You can work in your own
specialization, and area for the
TeluguPeople Foundation. All we

caTELyst

need is dedication and
commitment from you.
By working with a nonprofit
organization, you will get
connected with many people in
the community, your
communication skills and your
leadership skills will improve.
These skills can directly and
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indirectly help you succeed in
your professional and business
life. So, please think about
volunteering for TeluguPeople
Foundation!

Dharmesh Rana, Rohit and
everyone involved in preparing
and delivering this
caTELyst News Letter to all of
you every quarter.

Once again, I sincerely thank all
of you for what and where we are
today. Special thanks to Lava,
Nikhil Gandhi, Sandeep, Satya,

Thank you and best regards,
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Prasad Kunisetty on behalf of
TPF Board
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Scholarships at a glance
By Director of Operations - Krishna Kotha

Years

Students

Graduates

Projects

Money Disbursed

Established

Sponsored

Employed

Sponsored

(₹)

12

202

38

41

2,02,38,175
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TPF పుష్క రాలు 2020
By Praveen Guduru, Convener

There are a total of 1.5 million charities registered in
US according to National Center for Charitable
Statistics. Of those only 2,171 (0.1%) are actively
working in higher education space and reporting
finances per IRS regulations. Higher education a
special place in everybody’s life, as it sets up carrier
path to settle in life. A well-settled person with good
carrier path is key for a successful family and society.
We are very proud to be one of the very few to create
most impact for your donation through serving the
most underserved.

congratulate
and thank each
one who is
putting so
much effort
and time on
this occasion.
A period of 12 years is called Pushkaram in
India and has a special place as a festive occasion in
Indian culture, to represent that, we named the event
as TPF-Pushkaraalu. We do our annual event every
year in summer month of June, but due to COVID
pandemic, we were not able to organize the as
planned in June and almost missed to organize in
2020. Finally, in November we decided to go digital
and conduct a virtual event on 12th December. As we
never did a virtual event and being our first time, we
were nervous about technical glitches, interruptions,
delays, coordination among performers joining from
various locations in US and India etc. We were
delighted to see that the program was smooth,
without a glitch. The attendance was incredible.
Hundreds of people watched the live stream from
over 10 nations. Many of them were inspired by our
students’ achievements in conditions of adversity and
shared their support verbally and in messages and
letters. With this kind of response, we are confident
we will celebrate many more Pushkaraalu!!.

Year 2020 marks a special year for us in our
organizational journey. It has been 12 years since we
started Telugu People Foundation on a collective
mission to help students pursue their dreams. What
started as a small experiment many years ago,
gathered momentum with each student’s success
and with support from friends, family. It became a
mission thereafter, with hundreds of donors trusting
us with their hard-earned money, to help another like
themselves succeed. There were moments when we
were hesitant to seek donations. We were not too
sure if we can protect the trust that our donors
bestowed us. Looking back, we are glad that we did.
The support was unconditional, overwhelming and
beyond my imagination.
With every donor and every dollar, we started
believing in our students, our processes and
ourselves. We built an infrastructure for a long-lasting
organization, with core values that puts students,
donors, volunteers front and center. It is not about
the organization, or us, but it is your wishes, your
trust and our student’s dreams. In the process, we
have surpassed a milestone that more than 70% of
for-profit businesses and 30% of non-profit
organizations do not. I would like to wholeheartedly

A copy of the video is available here.
A shorter version is available here.
We would like to take a moment here to
acknowledge and thank all our sponsors, musicians,
performers, donors, volunteers, supporters, students,
and everyone involved in making this program a huge
success. Thank you all.
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Chief Guest:

•

Mr. RP Patnaik - Actor, Director, Playback Singer, Music Director

Honorable Special Guests:
•
•
•
•

Mr. Udaya Bhaskar Ganti – Entrepreneur, Washington DC
Mr. Praveen Tadakamalla – Entrepreneur, Edison, NJ
Dr. Jyothi Reddy Dudipala – Entrepreneur, Phoenix, AZ
Dr. Afsar Mohammad – Writer and Professor, U Penn, PA

Sponsors:

Musicians & Performers:

•
•
•
•
•

Mr. RP Patnaik - Actor, Director, Playback Singer, Music Director
Mr. Sri Krishna – Playback Singer
Mr. Prasad Simhadri – Singer
Mr. Srikanth – Singer
Mr. Imitation Raju – Mimicry Artist

Program Hosts:

•
•

Ms. Usha Darsipudi
Mr. Manoj Iruvuri

Production Studio and Staff:

•
•
•

Orange Moon Concept Media
Mr. Ashok Baddi
Mr. Hari Devabathuni

Convener and Co-Convener:

Mr. Praveen Guduru and Mr. Kiran Chagarlamudi
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Team India
By V. Ramakrishna, Managing Trustee

In the quarter under consideration TeluguPeople Foundation India (“TPFI”)
activities include the below:
Mr. GRK Prasad, Executive Director of Nava Bharat Ventures has joined as
Trustee for TPFI.
A graduation in Bachelor of Science with Botany, Zoology and Chemistry
followed by Chartered Accountancy and Company Secretary ship by 1982
covered wide ranging academic and professional interests. A stint of over a
quarter century in Nava Bharat Group, in a career spanning 4 decades, helped me
acquire incisive corporate work culture at the highest echelon.
While being passionate in philanthropic activities, I believe in contributions that
make a difference to the community at large up to a point of self-sustenance.
College education support to the deserving should go a long way in serving the
objectives of TPF and am happy to be associated in whatever way possible.
We collected ₹2,87,000 as donations during the 12th Annual event on
12/12/2020. Though this is our first full year in operations, we were pleased to raise such a decent amount.
We disbursed ₹2,65,500 as scholarships to 12 students and furthermore, working closely with another charitable
institution and disbursed scholarships worth ₹2,00,000 to our students.
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Treasurer’s report
By Lava Boggavarapu

I’m excited to welcome Mr. Srikant as our Joint-Treasurer to help us with the
Treasury operations.

Srikant is an IT professional. He has an
interest in social service and has organized few blood donation camps,
volunteered for Farmer and Water related activities etc. He is passionate about
Health, Yoga, Indian history & culture.
Strong believer that: No work nor No person is small and that every person can
contribute in a special way to make a positive impact to society and improve
people’s lives!!

We are getting ready to send you the receipts for all your donations made in 2020.
Amazon Smiles continues to be generous to our cause – in all of 2020,
we received a total of $37.97 from them. When you purchase from
Amazon, please login via Amazon Smiles and select TeluguPeople
Foundation as your favorite charity. Amazon donates 0.05% of the
transaction to us.
Prior to donating, please check the Matching Gifts section in our Donate page. You can easily double, or even
triple, your impact in case your
employer matches your Donation.
Your employer may be matching
your donation
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Below are the un-audited numbers for the FY 2020. Thanks to your continued support, we were able to raise
enough money to reach our goals despite the global pandemic, COVID-19. Very soon we will be sending the
numbers to our CPA, Mr. Ravi Ramaswamy for filing the tax returns for the past calendar year.
We still have some matching donations in the pipeline that will be credited to our bank account in 2021 Q1. We
had quite a few donations in December 2020 that caused the matching donations to be carried forward to 2021.

Income

Amount ($)

AmazonSmile

37.97

Individual Donation

56,267.37

Matching Donation

7,624.00

Interest Income

392.71

Total

64,322.05

Expenses

Amount ($)

Adopt-a-Project

18,454.10

Bank Fees

40.00

Event 2019

1,400.00

Operational Expense (OpEx)

1,080.50

Scholarship

16,315.56

Total

37,290.16

9

caTELyst

Quarterly Newsletter from TeluguPeople Foundation

Students Update
By

Kiran Chagarlumudi, Director – Student Engagement

The year 2020 has been a challenging year for everyone, including our students.
Unlike others, the Application process is slow as the colleges opened late due to
COVID-19 and we are still receiving new scholarships requests.
She is economically
from low-income family
and her father is an Auto driver. We are
happy to empower her to pursue her dreams. I am sure
she will make a difference in many lives through her
professional career.

New Scholarships offered during the
quarter:
We have reached a new milestone of sponsoring 200+
students. Furthermore, we have crossed ₹2,00,00,000
cumulative benefit disbursed. This would not have
been possible without the support from our generous
donors and dedicated volunteers. TPF donations
through our donor’s support, gave the students
opportunity to pursue their dreams without having to
worry about financial limitations.

We sponsored another girl student to attend MBBS in
a college in Hyderabad. The student is from a farming
family with four children from a small village in
Telangana.

We offered scholarships for 5 new students during
this 2020 Q4.

The below picture speaks more about the family’s
economic status and why we chose to support her.

Here is a summary of couple of profiles
We sponsored a girl student to attend MBBS in a
prestigious university in Hyderabad. The student
appeared National Eligibility cum Entrance Test
(NEET) and achieved good percentile in All India level.
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Recurring Scholarships offered during the
quarter:
In addition to the new students, we have renewed
scholarships for 27 existing students for continuing
their education. The renewal is based on meeting the
same rigorous criteria of academic excellence and
economic need.

Our Students never let us down.
We have received lots of good news from all our
students. It gives us immense joy that we have been
able to create an impact in many student’s lives. We
Thank our donors for giving us an opportunity to
reward these wonderful students for their
commitment.

This is the best example that education is the most
powerful weapon which can transform the lives of
students and their families.

Student 1 (name withheld to respect his privacy)

What’s more, he offered to
contribute 2K per month to our
Foundation in India to help
another student.

One of our students is employed in Defense Research
and Development Organization (“DRDO”) as a Senior
Technician. His family lives in a small house with only
one light and no TV set.
Now he is earning 7 times more than his father’s
income and 4 times more than his combined family’s
income.
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Here are the few more accomplishments of our students

If you would like to refer or sponsor a student, meet our students or to volunteer,
please reach out to students@TeluguPeople.org
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Volunteer with Us!
By

Sunil Chitrapu, Director – Volunteerism

Growing up, I was taught to give back and share with the society. Driven by
this passion, principles and commitment to the society, I was working with
TeamAid (Team Aid helps individuals living abroad that experience
unexpected tragedies and looking for help) and extended help to the
needy. Now, I want to do the same thing with TPF.
I believe in an equal opportunity when it comes to education, which I can
truly deliver by working with TeluguPeople Foundation.
Volunteering is a fun and easy way for me to explore my interests and passion. Volunteer
work for me is meaningful, interesting and relaxing, and an energizing escape from day-to-day routine.
Also, I truly believe in the following benefits of volunteering.

Make a difference

Gain confidence and self-esteem

Volunteering can have a real and valuable
positive affect on people, communities and
society in general.

Volunteering can help you gain confidence
and self-esteem by giving you the chance to
try something new and build a real sense of
achievement.

Meet people and make friends
Learn valuable skills

Volunteering is a very to meet different kinds of
people and make new friends. People also build closer
and stronger relationships, especially if it’s for a good
and common cause.

Volunteering can help you learn new
skills, gain experience and sometimes
even new qualifications.

Take on a challenge

Be part of a community

Through volunteering you can challenge yourself to
try something different, achieve personal goals,
practice using your skills and discover hidden talents.

Volunteering can help you feel part of
something outside your friends and family.

Have fun!
Most volunteers have a great time,
regardless of why they do it.
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Presidential Volunteer Service Awards (PVSA)
We are excited to announce that TeluguPeople Foundation is now a Certifying Organization for Presidential
Volunteer Service Awards, led by AmeriCorps and managed in partnership with Points of Delight.
When you volunteer with TeluguPeople
Foundation, you can also be appropriately
recognized for the good work you do. Here are the
eligibility requirements to obtain a PVSA award.
•

United States citizen or lawful permanent
resident of the United States (i.e., green
card holder)

•

Must be at least five years old

•

Completes eligible service within a 12month period (for annual Bronze, Silver,
and Gold Awards) and over a lifetime (for
Lifetime Achievement Awards)

Hours required to Earn Awards in each Age Group:

Bronze

Silver

Gold

Lifetime
Achievement Award

Kids (5–10 years old)

26–49 hours

50–74 hours

75+ hours

4,000+ hours

Teens (11–15)

50–74 hours

75–99 hours

100+ hours

4,000+ hours

Young Adults (16–25)

100–174 hours

175–249 hours

250+ hours

4,000+ hours

Adults (26+)

100–249 hours

250–499 hours

500+ hours

4,000+ hours

Age Group

We are always looking for committed and passionate volunteers. Should you be
interested, please contact me at
Volunteers@TeluguPeople.org.
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From one of our Students
The night is cold. It’s around 8 pm. I am travelling back
to Guntur from Srikakulam. Today I spent time with an
inspiring person, Mr. Sandilya Garimella, with due
thanks to Mr. Lava Boggavarapu, Treasurer, at
TeluguPeople Foundation, for connecting us.

Then I started We Are with
You Charitable Trust with
my friends and soon we
registered
our
organization
under
Government of India.

After my father’s death I faced many problems to
continue my formal education, but I am currently
doing my Under Graduation with the help of
TeluguPeople Foundation. I soon realized there are lot
many people struggling for formal education and I
wanted to help at least few of them.

We have nine different projects
working under the fields of education, health,
women menstrual hygiene and environment. Each
project is aimed to solve different problem.

Project Bhavishya aims to help under privileged students by providing career guidance
and life skills at government schools and slum areas.
Project Vaaradhi helps semi orphan and orphan kids by providing basic needs from
health to education.
Project Scholarships helps kids in sharing information about scholarships available
after high school and during under graduation. We are about to release a book named
Bhavishya which includes career guidance and data of scholarships available for a student
at various stages of his student life.
Project Grandhalaya connects book needy to book donors.
Project Aarogya spreads health awareness.
Project Swechha spreads awareness about women menstrual hygiene.
Project Paryavaran spreads awareness about environment.
Project Annapurna helps needy by providing food and cloths.
Project Abhaya celebrates birthdays, anniversaries and other special days at
orphanages and old age homes; along with that we collect rice from households and
donate them to orphanages and old age homes.

15
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Along with these we conduct workshops about life
skills and adolescent health education. We did all
these with the help of many supporters and
volunteers. We found a lot of motivation and
inspiration from each and every person and every
activity we did.
TeluguPeople Foundation is one of the inspirations for
me to start this organization. A lot many organizations
and people helped our vision. TeluguPeople
Foundation is one among them. I get scholarship from
TeluguPeople Foundation.
Mr. Garimella also liked our work. He was visiting India
and wanted to meet me in person. I went Srikakulam
to meet him. We interacted with each other. I was
inspired by his life story. After listening to our future
plans, he donated an amount of Thirty Thousand
rupees. He introduced his family and promised that he
would help us anytime.
Gaining trust from a person is a difficult task and I
gained trust from the people at TPF. I cannot achieve
this without help from my team and volunteer
network. I am thankful to my team and volunteer
network. I hope your support will continue in future
too.
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Wait...! I never mentioned my name. I am
Ayyappa Siginam, founder of
We Are with You Charitable Trust.
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The “possible” impact of Higher-Education
Scholarships
By Subbarao Seethamsetty Hamilton, Ontario, Canada

TeluguPeople Foundation (TPF) has just celebrated
its 12 years of successful operations as a non-profit
501(c)(3) organization based out of NJ with a current
mandate of providing need-based scholarships for
higher education to students in the two Telugu
speaking states in India.

influenced by powerful
role-models early in their
lives that enabled them
to strive to continue with their deep studies under
difficult circumstances and with scarce resources.
We can further safely assume that there might have
been many temptations and reasons for them to take
easier routes and give up their studies. The proof
that they won those significant battles of life is
evidenced in their admission to a professional college
and being awarded the TPF scholarship.

A very careful and elaborate process for selection of
the candidates ensures that in each case there is a
genuine financial need and that the scholarship
awarded makes a material difference to the student
and his / her immediate family. To date, in the last 12
years, around 200+ scholarships were awarded to
students to pursue B.Tech, MBBS and other
professional / higher studies and most of them
reported being successfully settled in good jobs.

TPF should consider launching a formal
multi-year longitudinal study using
scientific rigor, data science, AI, and ML
applied on carefully harvested multi-media
bigdata of video clips, interviews, images,
social media postings, writings, published
statistics and news documenting the
trajectory of the 360 degrees bubble
around each scholarship awardee for the
next decade and beyond.

On the surface, the benefits of wellbeing and career
growth potential of the scholarship awardees are
obvious and, in most cases, but for the scholarship,
the end-result would not have been so
overwhelmingly positive. A deeper inquiry that
needs to be made, however, is to understand the
“possible” larger and secondary impact of each
scholarship award on families and children around
each student’s milieu including his immediate family.
How does it impact siblings and parents? How does it
impact the extended family, friends, peers, and the
school going children in the village or the
neighborhood? How does it impact the health
outcomes of those associated? How does it impact
governance at the local panchayat and community
level? A key element to focus here is the importance
of a “role-model”.

Now with their own success and better living
conditions clearly visible in their physical
circumstances, they now serve as beacons of hope
and eminent role-models to everyone associated
with them in a 360 degrees bubble. A dramatic
illustration of the importance of role-models is when
a school called Doorstep in Mumbai poor
neighborhoods is naming streets, roads and alleys
after school children who are excelling in their
studies, the impact that it is having on the other
children and on the adults in the surrounding

It would be a safe assumption to make that the
scholarship awardees themselves would have been
17
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community is best described as “electrifying”. TPF is
now entering its 13th year and has a rich set of
historical but accessible cohort and data of positively
influencing the lives of 200+ deserving scholarship
awardees till date. TPF should consider launching a
formal multi-year longitudinal study using scientific
rigor, data science, AI, and ML applied on carefully
harvested multi-media bigdata of video clips,
interviews, images, social media postings, writings,
published statistics and news documenting the
trajectory of the 360 degrees bubble around each
scholarship awardee for the next decade and beyond.
Of the many challenges, given the core values of TPF,
“deidentification” of data to preserve awardee
privacy like for HIPPA compliance will be one of them
but solvable. The importance of this
recommendation for a rigorous longitudinal study is
multifaceted in influencing macroeconomic policies
of governments and advancement of research in
development science, sociology, and anthropology.

mandals, and villages in Andhra and Telangana.
TPF’s projected reach is to positively impact over
500+ students in the next few years. The aspiration
of such a rigorous, state-of-the-art, and
internationally peer-reviewed and ongoing
longitudinal study in influencing local, state, and
central government policy is that it could positively
impact the lives of 500,000+ students or more in just
Andhra and Telangana. In effect, TPF’s efforts, with
its limited cohort, will serve society as a crucible to
demonstrate what is possible at a larger scale within
the dynamics of real-world and current conditions.
Downstream and secondarily, the positive results
have the potential of influencing and expanding
policies across the Indian subcontinent and beyond to
the 90+ LMI (Low to Middle Income) countries in the
world. Such a “possibility” and multiplier ripple
effect, however remote, is worthy to be given due
consideration and it befits TeluguPeople
Foundation’s lofty founding-charter for the past 12
years and the stature of its illustrious and diverse
team.

TPF is uniquely positioned to undertake such an
ambitious and much needed study given the
brain-trust of its team, geographic location
surrounded by world class institutions of
learning that can serve as a rich source of
interns, volunteering faculty, and coop
students supported by research grants,
physical office infrastructure available
through the generosity of Effexoft Inc., and
Teflon-tough silver heart strings extending
unbroken from New Jersey to districts,
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Paid Advertisement

TPF is a “not for profit” organization and does not endorse any products advertised by the sponsors
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Please reach out to
Admin@TeluguPeople.org on
how you can leverage our
combined experience.

Brand Ambassadors
RP Patnaik

Office Bearers (US)
Prasad Kunisetty
Lava Boggavarapu
Krishna Kotha
Satya Yerraganti
Praveen Guduru
Madhavi Bathula
Manoj Iruvuri

Kiran Chagarlamudi
Sunil Chitrapu
Karthik Ghanta
Nikhil Gandhi
Srikant
Syam Boppana
Vinod Manglige
Dharmesh Rana
Saikrishna Bompelliwar

Office Bearers (India)
V. Ramakrishna
BH Ram
GRK Prasad

Executive Members
Suresh Ediga
Subbarao Seethamsetty
Bhaskar Bupathi

Financial Advisors
Vid Ponnapalli
All the past newsletters can be
accessed here.
We are always looking for funds
to support more students.

Please donate

If you come across a deserving student,
please refer them to us at Students@TeluguPeople.org
Your referral could change the course of a student’s
career and life.

Please send your comments/questions to MediaDirector@TeluguPeople.org

TeluguPeople Foundation
A 501(c)(3) Organization
1 Capo Drive
MARLBORO NJ 0774
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